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ers & to the slavery of the press? If such a necessity did exist it was created by the disposition of the people at large & it is a truth which requires no demonstration that if a republican form of government cannot be administered by the general will, it cannot be administered against that will by an army/*
Nevertheless, hope for constitutional liberty in France lingers in his heart in spite of this melancholy recitaL
"After all, the result may not be what is apprehended. France possesses such enormous power, such internal energy, such a vast population that she may possibly spare another million & preserve or reacquire her liberty. Or, the form of the government being preserved, the independence of the legislature may be gradually recovered.
"With their form of government or resolutions we have certainly no right to intermeddle, but my regrets at the present state of things are increased by an apprehension that the rights of our country will not be deem'd so sacred under the existing system as they wou'd have been had the legislature preserved its legitimate authority." 1
Washington's reply, which probably reached Marshall some time after the latter's historic letter to Talleyrand in January, 1798,2 is informing* He "prays for a continuance" of such letters and hopes he will be able to congratulate Marshall "on the favorable conclusion of your embassy. ... To predict the contrary might be as unjust as it is im-
1  Marshall to Washington, The Hague, Sept 15, 1797; Amer* Hut. Rev., ii, no. 2, Jan., 1897; and MS., Lib, Cong.
2  See m/ra, next chapter*